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INTRODUCTION

Hereitgoes…Firststeptowardsreadingthebookisthis-:“IfYouare

notinterestedinharshwordsgoreadsomecomicskid,it’snotfor

you.Thosewhowanttofacetherealitygetyourselfreadyfora

freakingawesomejourney.

ABOUTTHEAUTHOR

AvaneeshPratapSingh(1stSeptember1999).Youngeryetexperienced

bythebloodinessofthesociety.BelongingtoamiddleclassfamilyI

havetheexperienceoftheburdensandthePascalsloadedonthe

shouldersofyouthofamid-classfamily.

“Quote”
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It’saknownfactthatAmid-classman/womanhastodoalltheworks

forhisfamily,societyandnation.Theyhavetomoveforwardwith

greaterspeedbyfacingeverythingwhichcomesintheirway.But“if

youaredeterminedandremainedfocusedtowardsyourgoaluntilthe

endno-oneisgonnastopyou”.

ABOUTTHEBOOK

 Nowyouaredeterminedfocusedandlefteverybitof

entertainmentjustbecauseofyourgoal,youareprobablydoingit

wrongbit*ch.Youhavegotapreciouslifeandyouarewastingit

likeainsecttryingtocatchthebrightnessoffireandgivesupits

life.Soifyouaredoingittoo,whatisthedifferencebetweenyou

andthatfly.

 Thisbookprovidesyouanideaaboutyourwayofdoing

hardworkandsmartwork.

 Beforebeingsuccessfulyouhavetobeabetterpersonfirstso

youwillgetabitofthisknowledgetoointhisjourney.
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Whyitsmatters

Yeahthat’sright;youheardme…I’m talkingtoyou…I’m

callingyouout.

I’m lookingyouintheeyes,(okwell,notreallysinceyouareprobably

readingthisbook,butfiguratively,Iam burningacyclopstypeholein

yourfacerightnow)andtellingyouthatyoudon’tstandachance.

I’m tellingyouthatifyoucanreadthis,lookthroughthislistandnot

claim itasyourown,thenyoushouldbealittleworried.

Actually,youshouldbeveryworried.Youshoulddropeverythingand

immediatelyquestionyourexistenceonearth.Youshouldfinda

mirror,lookyourselfintheeyes,raiseyourhandandslapyourselfin

theface.
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Gotit?Nowrepeatthatuntilyoucometoyoursensesand

continuereadingwheneveryou’reready.

I’M TALKIN’BOUTSTREETSKILLSSON!

I’m nottalkingaboutthe:studyhard,partylight,graduate

top-of-your-classskills.

I’m noteventalkingaboutthe:slack-off,skipclass,smokeweed,

drinkandpartybutstillgraduate,skill-setyour

$50,000+diplomahasleadyoutobelieveyouhave.

“I’m talking’bout,stepoutyourdoor,makesomemoves,andget-

some-shit-done,kindofskills!Some,moveoutyourmama’shouse,

quityourjob—say“fucktheworld”—andthenactuallygodoit,kind

ofskills”.

Thekindofskillsyoudevelopintherealworld,outsidethebubbleof

yourparentsprotectionortheideologicalindoctrinationthathas

overwhelmedourentireeducationalsystem.
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Skillsthatcanbehadbyanyonewillingtopaythepricetogetthem.

Skillsthatarequicklybecomingextinct.

I’m talkingaboutskillsthatcannotbetaughtinaclassroom orina

textbook.Skillsyoucanonlylearnbydoing;bylearninghowtofly

afterjumpingoffthecliff.

Skillsthatcanonlybedevelopedwhenyoufindyourtrueself.When

youputyourselfonthelineorotherwiseexposeyourselftothe

possibilityoffailure.

Theskillsyoucanonlydevelopwhenyouarewillingtoriskitallin

ordertodothatoneamazingthing.

Skillsthatupuntilnow,youthoughtyouhad.

“Basically,whatIam tryingtotellyouisthat,inthisgamecalledlife,

youdon’tstandachance…

1::BECAUSEYOUHAVENOTFAILEDENOUGH

Becauseyouarecomfortableinyourmediocrity;becauseyou

choosenottotry.
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Becauseitiseasiertotalkaboutlearningthatnew(programming?)

languageasopposedtoactuallylearningit.

Becauseyouthinkeverythingistoohardortoocomplicatedsoyou

willjust“sitthisoneout”,ormaybeyou’ll,“do-it-tomorrow”!

Becauseyouhateyourjobbutwon’tgetanewone;because

itiseasytorejectrejection.

Becausewhileyou’resittingaroundfailingtotry,Iam outthere

tryingtofail,challengingmyself,learningnewthingsandfailingas

fastaspossible.

BecauseasIfail,Ilearn,andthenadjustmycoursetomakesuremy

pathisalwaysforward.Liketheprocessof

annealingsteel,I’vebeenthroughthefireandpoundedintoshape.

Theshapeofaswordwithpolishededgesandarazorsharpblade

thatwillcutyouinhalfifyouarenotequallyhardened.

2::BECAUSEYOUCAREWHATOTHERSTHINKABOUTYOU
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Becauseyouhavetofitin.

Becauseyoubelievethatbeingdifferentisonlycoolifyou’re

differentinthesamewaythatotherpeoplearedifferent.

Becauseyouareafraidtoembraceyourtrueselfforfearofhowthe

worldwillseeyou.Youthinkthatbecauseyoujudgeothers,this

meansthatthosepeoplemust,in-turn,bejudgingyou.

Becauseyoucaremoreaboutthestuffyouhaveasopposed

tothethingsyou’vedone.

Becausewhileyou’reoutspendingyourmoneyonnewoutfits,new

cars,overpricedmealsornightsatthebar,I’llbeinvestingin

myself.AndwhileyoutrytofitinwiththeworldI’llmaketheworld

fitinwithme.

BecauseIwillrecklesslyabandonallinsecuritiesandexposemytrue

selftotheworld.Iwillbecomeimmunetotheimpactofyouropinion

andstandnakedinacrowdofideas;comfortableinknowingthat

whileyoumarriedthemundaneIexploredtheexceptional.
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3::BECAUSEYOUTHINKYOUARESMARTERTHANYOUARE

Becauseyoudidwhateveryoneelsedid;youstudiedwhattheystudied

andreadwhattheyread.

Becauseyoulearnedwhatyouhadtolearninordertopasstheir

testsandyouthinkthatmakesyousmart.

Becauseyouthinklearningisonlysomethingpeopledoinschools.

Becausewhileyouwereawayatcollege,Iwasstudyinglife;because

insteadoflearningabouttheworldinaclassroom Iwentoutand

learneditbyliving.

BecauseIknowmorethananypieceofpaperyoucouldeverframe

from auniversity.Becausesmartisnotwhatyoulearn,it’showyou

live.

BecauseImightnothaveadegreebutIchallengeyouto

findatopicthatIcan’ttalktoyouaboutcohesively.
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BecauseIcouldpassyourtestsifIhadto,butyoucouldn’tstandfora

singlesecondinthefaceoftheteststhatlifehasthrownme.Tests

thatarenotgradedonabellcurveorbypercentages;teststhatare

gradedbyonesimplestipulation:survival!

4::BECAUSEYOUDON’TREAD

Becauseyoureadthethingsyouarerequiredtoreadornothing

atall.

Becauseyouthinkhistoryisboringandphilosophyisstupid.

Becauseyouwouldrathersitandwatch“E!”or“MTV”insteadof

exploringsomethingnew,insteadofdivingheadfirst,intothebrain

ofanothermaninanattempttobetterunderstandtheworldaround

you.

Becauseyourefusetoacknowledgethatallthepowerintheworld

comesfrom thewordsofthosethatlivedbeforeus.

Thatanythingyoudesirecanbehadbysearchingthroughthe

multitudeofwordsthatareavailabletousnowmoreabundantly

thaneverbefore.
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Becauseyouareprobablynotreadingthisbookeventhoughyou

knowyoushould.

Becausethepeoplethatarereadingthisalreadyknowthesethings.

Becauseyoucanleadahorsetowaterbutyoucan’tmake

him drink.

5::BECAUSEYOULACKCURIOSITY

Becauseyougetyournewsfrom copy-catmembersofthestate-

controlledmedia.

Becauseyouareunwillingtoaskthissimplequestion…

“Whatifit’sallalie?”,andacceptthepossibilitythatmaybeitis;that

justmaybe,themethodsofmassmediaareunderdirectordersto:

keepyoudistracted.

Becauseyoucallmeaknow-it-allbutrefusetocallyourselfaknow-

nothing-at-all.
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BecauseIthirstforknowledge,regardlessthetopic.

Becausewhileyou’rebusyplayingCandyCrush,

orMegalopolis,Somearereadingaboutstringtheoryand

quantum mechanics.

BecausewhileyouwasteyourtimewithSocialNetworks.Someare

learninghowtoeditvideo,buildwebsitesanddesignmobileapps.

Becauseifweweretogoheads-upinadebate,Iwouldcrushyou.I

wouldmakeitapointtodefeatmyownargument;from every

imaginableangle;inordertounderstandeverythingyoumightbe

abletouseagainstme.

BecauseIwoulddedicatemyselftounderstandingbothsidesofthe

argumentsothoroughlythatIcouldargueyoursideforyouandwin;

evenafterhavingjusthandedyouadefeatinthesamedebate.

6::BECAUSEYOUDON’TASKENOUGHQUESTIONS

Becauseyoudonotquestionauthority.
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Becauseyoudon’tquestionyourself.

Becauseyoudon’tunderstandthepowerofproperlyplaced

questioninginlife,respectfuldisagreementsandstandingupforwhat

youknowtoberightinthefaceofsomeonetellingyouotherwise.

Unabletoquestionreality;stuckinaselfimposedsurvivalstrategy

withinamatrix-stylemonotony.

BecauseIknowthatyouwillgivemealltheinformationIneedto

destroyyoubylettingyoutalk.

BecauseIstudyhumanbehaviorsandyouignoreeveryonebut

yourself.

BecauseIwatchhowyousaythethingsyousayjustasclosely

asIlistentowhatyousay;andyousaywaytoomuch!

Becausecontrolcomes,notfrom spewingyourignorancelike

someincurablecaseoflogorrhea,butfrom properlystructuring

thecontextofyourquestions.



13

BecauseIstudythepremiseofyourargumentanddestroyitfrom the

groundlevelbeforeyouevengetachancetoestablishyourideas.

7::BECAUSEYOUCAN’THANDLETHETRUTH

Becauseyourefusetoadmitthatyoudon’tevenknowthethings

youdon’tknow.

Becausethereisn’tanarticleonlinethatwouldmakeupfor

allthetimeyouhavewastedinlife.

BecauseevenifItoldyoueverythingcouldbedifferenttomorrowyou

wouldwaituntilthentobegindoinganythingaboutit.

BecauseevenwhenyouthinkI’m not,I’m awareofmy

surroundings.

BecauseyouthinkthatsinceIhavenotacknowledgedyou,itmeans

thatIhavenotseenyou.
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Because,youwalkaroundwithyourheadupyourass,oblivioustothe

worldaroundyou.Blissfullyignorantoftherealitythatsitssocloseto

yourfacethatifyoustuckyourtongueout,justonce,youwouldtaste

itandrealizehowdeliciousthetruthactuallyis.

Becauseyouwouldbecomeaninstantaddict.Unabletopullyourself

from theteatoftruth.Finallyabletounderstandyourlackof

understanding,andthenyouwouldsee;thenyouwouldknowthatthe

onlythingholdingyoubackfrom doingsomethingtrulyamazing,is

you.

HarshTruthsThatWillMakeYouaBetter

Person

"Dowhat?"youask.IDON'TKNOW.LET'SFIGURETHATOUT

TOGETHER,MOTH*RF*KERS.
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Feelfreetostopreadingthisifyourcareerisgoinggreat,you'rethrilled

withyourlife,andyou'rehappywithyourrelationships.Enjoytherest

ofyourday,friend

Fortherestofyou,Iwantyoutotrysomething:Namefive

impressivethingsaboutyourself.Writethem downorjustshout

them outloudtotheroom.Buthere'sthecatch--you'renotallowed

tolistanythingyouare(i.e.,I'm aniceguy,I'm honest),butinstead

canonlylistthingsthat

youdo(i.e.,Ijustwonanationalchesstournament,Imakethebest

fastfoodofmyCity/State).Ifyoufoundthatdifficult,well,thisisfor

you,andyouaregoingtofuckinghatehearingit.Myonlydefenseis

thatthisiswhatIwishsomebodyhadsaidtomearoundmy15sor

so.

TheWorldOnlyCaresAboutWhatItCanGetfrom You
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Let'ssaythatthepersonyoulovethemosthasjustbeenshot.Heor

sheislyinginthestreet,bleedingandscreaming.Aguyrushesup

andsays,"Stepaside."Helooksoveryourlovedone'sbulletwound

andpullsoutapocketknife--he'sgoingtooperaterightthereinthe

street.

Youask,"Areyouadoctor?"

Theguysays,"No."

Yousay,"Butyouknowwhatyou'redoing,right?You'reanoldArmy

medic,or..."

Atthispointtheguybecomesannoyed.Hetellsyouthatheisanice

guy,heishonest,heisalwaysontime.Hetellsyouthatheisagreat

sontohismotherandhasarichlifefulloffulfillinghobbies,andhe

boaststhatheneverusesfoullanguage.

Confused,yousay,"How doesanyofthatfuckingmatterwhen

my[wife/husband/bestfriend/parent]islying herebleeding!I

needsomebodywhoknowshow tooperateonbulletwounds!

Canyoudothatornot?!?"
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Nowthemanbecomesagitated--whyareyoubeingshallowand

selfish?Doyounotcareaboutanyofhisothergoodqualities?Didn't

youjusthearhim saythathealwaysremembershisgirlfriend's

birthday?Inlightofallofthegoodthingshedoes,doesitreally

matterifheknowshowtoperform surgery?

Inthatpanickedmoment,youwilltakeyourbloodyhandsandshake

him bytheshoulders,screaming,"Yes,I'm sayingthatnoneofthat

othershitmatters,becauseinthisspecificsituation,Ijustneed

somebodywhocanstopthebleeding,youcrazyfuckingasshole."

Sohereismyterribletruthabouttheadultworld:Youareinthatvery

situationeverysingleday.Onlyyouaretheconfusedguywiththe

pocketknife.Allofsocietyisthebleedinggunshotvictim.

Ifyouwanttoknowwhysocietyseemstoshunyou,orwhyyouseem

togetnorespect,it'sbecausesocietyisfullofpeoplewhoneed

things.Theyneedhousesbuilt,theyneedfoodtoeat,theyneed

entertainment,theyneedfulfillingsexualrelationships.Youarrivedat

thesceneofthatemergency,holdingyourpocketknife,byvirtueof

yourbirth

--themomentyoucameintotheworld,youbecamepartofasystem

designedpurelytoseetopeople'sneeds.

Eitheryouwillgoaboutthetaskofseeingtothoseneedsbylearning

auniquesetofskills,ortheworldwillrejectyou,no
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matterhowkind,giving,andpoliteyouare.Youwillbepoor,youwill

bealone,youwillbeleftoutinthecold.

Doesthatseem mean,orcrass,ormaterialistic?Whataboutloveand

kindness--don'tthosethingsmatter?Ofcourse.

Aslongastheyresultinyoudoingthingsforpeoplethattheycan't

getelsewhere.

"Niceguy?Idon'tgiveashit.Goodfather?Fuckyou!Gohomeandplay

withyourkids.Ifyouwanttowork

here,close."

It'sbrutal,rude,andborderlinesociopathic,andalsoitisanhonest

andaccurateexpressionofwhattheworldisgoingtoexpectfrom

you.Thedifferenceisthat,intherealworld,peopleconsideritso

wrongtotalktoyouthatwaythatthey'vedecidedit'sbettertosimply

letyoukeepfailing.
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ReasonswhyYourHardWorkIsn’tMaking

YouSuccessful

Hardworksometimespaysoff.Smartthinkingcombinedwith

smartworkwillalwayspayoffinthelongrunevenifyoustumble

intheshortterm.

Youworkhard.Youputintheexcessivehours.Youwork

tirelesslyonpersonalprojects.Howoftenhaveyou

wonderedwhyyou’renotfurtheralonginyourcareerorlife?How

oftenhaveyouwonderedwhythisprojectistakingsolong?

Letmesharereasonsyourhardworkisn’tmakingyou

successful.
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Youthinkbruteforcewillhelpyouovercomeintellectuallaziness.

Ialwayspreachamovingobjectiseasiertoredirectthana

stationaryone,butconstantlyworkingonthewrongorminortasks

won’thelpyouadvanceintherightdirection.

Youmustconsideranygoalorprojectstrategicallyandwithmajor

dosesofloveanddesire.“Littlethinking”breedslittleresults.

Youthinkmakingmistakesispartofthelearningprocess.

ThomasEdison,blesshisheart,remarkedthiswhenaskedifhewas

discouragedbyhislackofsuccessfulattemptswheninventingthe

lightbulb,“Ihavenotfailed.I’vejustfound10,000waysthatwon’t

work.”

Ihatetobreakittoyou.Failingisjustfailing.No

oneactuallyprogressesbyfailing.Allfailuredoesisshow

youwhatdoesn’twork.

Onceyou’vemadeafailedattempt,youstillneedtofigure

outwhatactuallydoeswork.Atyourmomentoffailure,you
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don’tknowthatyet.Askanygolferandheorshewillknowexactly

whatI’m talkin’about.

Youthinkpreparingaplanwillhelpyoufeelincontrolofeventsthat

areoutofyourcontrol.

Plansgenerallyletthepastdrivethefuture.Thisstandstoreason

becausepeopleprepareplansbasedonwhattheylearned—inthe

past.

Don’tgetmewrong.I’m allforplanning.I,however,believein

planning,process,nottheplanitself.Ibelieveinmakingfrequent,

smartadjustmentsbasedonwhatI’m feelingand

whattheoutsideworldistellingme.Listenandyou’llhearit.Then,

adjustsmartlyandquickly.Bythesametoken,don’toverreact.

Youinsistonseeingtheentirepicturebeforeyoutakethefirst

step.

Thinkaboutbuildingahouse.Doyouthinkthearchitectwho’s

preparingtheblueprintcaresaboutwhattileyou’retousingforthe

kitchenbacksplash?Completethesketchandgetmoving.Youcan

figureoutthemoldingslater.
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Youdon’tquitfastenoughbecauseyourlogicisfaultyor

youregoistoobig.

Youstaywithsomethingbecauseyoudon’twantto

abandonthetimeormoneyoreffortyou’vealready

expended.

Youneedtothinkdifferently.Everydollarormomentalreadyspent

isjustthat—spent.It’sgone.Choosewhetheryou’dstartthisproject

orcareertodayknowingwhatyouknownow.

And,ifyouquit,noonewillcarehowyou“look”asmuchasyoudo.In

fact,nexttimeyouwanttoquitesomethingthatdoesn’tmattertoyou

anymore,imaginemeholdingupabigsignforyou.Thesignsays,

“WelcometotheTownofNoOneCares.Population7Billion.”

Youdon’timposeproperdeadlines.

Deadlinesareamazing.Theykeepyouontrack.Theyhaveawayof

makingyoufeelguiltyorperhapssweaty.Thereare
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allkindsofgoodnessthatcomewithdeadlineswhenthey’re

setproperly.

Theonesthataresettoofarinthefuturearebad.You’reas

badatestimatingasIam.Setshort,frequentdeadlines.

Thatway,whenyoumissoneit’llbeaminormiss.

Thiswillalsohelpyoudiscardanyinitiativesthatarenolonger

worthyofyourtime.Thinkofyourlifeasacontinuum ofdeadlines

insteadofonebigonefaroutintothefuture.

Youdon’thavesoundjudgmentbecauseyouworktoomuch

andaretootired.

IthinkIjustfellasleepwritingthisline.Getsleep.Changeitup.Stay

frosty.

Youdon’tcurateproperly.

Mostpeoplewhofailhavebiggerregretsregardingwhattheysaid

yestoversuswhattheysaidnoto.



24

Repeatafterme.Additionbysubtractingfeelsgreat.Valuetheacts

ofpurgingandcurating.

Ioncetookninethousandwordsoutofabooktomakeitbetter.

Getridofexcess.Getridofpeople.Getridof

anythingthat’sholdingbackyourprogress.

Youspendtoomuchtimefixinginconsequentialdetails.

Somepartsofthewholeareirrelevantnomatterhowimportant

youthinktheyare.Sometimesit’sthewayyoustapledthepaper

(horizontalorverticalanyone?).Othertimes,it’srecoloringthepie

chartforyourpresentationtotheexecutivecommittee.

Constantlyaskyourself,“Wouldthismattertoanyoneelsebutme?”

Iftheanswertothatquestionisyes,thenask

yourself,“Isitworthmytimeorexpensetoadditorchangeit?”

Youthinkthebellsandwhistlesarejustasimportantasthemain

ingredient.
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Thisisahugetimesuck.Getoutversiononeofwhateveritisyou

wantto“launch.”Thenyoucangotoversion1.1orversion2.0or

whateveryouwanttocallit.

Mostpeoplespendtenpercentoftheirtimegettingthefirstdraftto

ninetypercentcomplete.Then,theyproceedtoexpendthe

remainingninetypercentoftheirtimegettingthelasttenpercent

complete.It’sridiculous.

You’renotmotivatedbecauseyoudon’tloveit.

Youmighthaveloveditonce.Thatlovemighthavebeengenuineor

misguided.Eitherway,ifyourmotivationorloveofsomethingis

waning,takeabreatherandreevaluate.

Youdon’tthinkaheadbecauseyou’realwaysthinking

behind.
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IlaughwhenIseecompaniesconstantlytryingtokeepupwith

theircompetitors.IfeelsadwhenIseeindividuals

tryingto“keepup”withtheirpeersorfriends.

Companiesandpeopleareconstantlylookingatwhathas

alreadybeendone!Thinkaboutit.It’stheonlywayyoucanmakea

comparison.Youhavetoseewhat’sbeendonetoknowhowfar

behindyouare.

Forgetthatnonsense.Staytruetoyourselfandwhatyouwant

accomplish.Gowhereyourhearttellsyoutogo.Ipromiseyourheart

neverlies.Justbeready.Youwillneedtoignorealotofcriticism if

youwanttoseetheunseen.It’sallworthit.Trustme.


